The Athenian Mercury: 


Saturday, Avcuf 8. 1691. 


Queft. I. Cowk epers sug bter became very remark. Queit. $. Whether 4 Man pretending to love trro Mi tref- 
able to a Gentleman by reajon of the — jes, does really Love either ? ; . 
flranze deformity of ber Perlon, difagree- Anjw. Yes, both, — as he doesall che Sex befide. 

} r Temper, Drel Oc ‘ We jeem d 50 ave Queif, 6. A ] 7 CGrentieomin who was lately in Love 
‘ | intipachy againjt her, bis Thoughts with a Lady, is now almoft in the fame Condition with the 

F i continually f fxd upon her when ablent, and his Monk you told us of, and whenever he fees ber, be falls inte 

Eyes wen prefent, till at Lift by degrees all thoje dafpleafing uch a trembling and fear as tho’ he had feen bis Enemy : Pray 

things jeem*d to vani b, and he fell most lelperately in Leve with the Realon of iu? , 

her, and wowd have made the moit palfionate addreffes, bat | Anjw. He is likely to know that beft himfelf, perhaps 

shat he thouch: he fhou'd be deny'd, which be believes wou'dcere i May be the fame that made the Monk have fuch an 

tainly kill bim: Query, Ubar's tbe Caule of ris _ avertion for his Miftrefs. 
Anl'w. The Story isfo odd, that were we not certain Queft. 7. 7 4 fingie Man who is much in Debt, and can't 


of the probity of ! im who feat it, + fhou‘d doubt the conveniently live unmarryed, bas a fair offer with a Woman of 
matter of Faé&. But being affirred thereot, muft endea- 4 good Fortune, by which be might pay. all bis Debrs, and 
vour to fearch into the Reafon of the thing — rhd at live comfortably in the World — whether be is oblig’d 10 make 
firit glance any Lover woud be apt to reflect on the Per acquainted with bis Circumftances when be Courts ber 


folly of fuch an undertaking, and ask us what we meant 4nd fo run the bavard of no: obtaining ber? 


to do to fearch for a Reaton for what's fo perfectly un- — -¢n/mw. By no means, every Man being to make the 
accountable and unreafonable. The old Poets wou'd fay, belt of himfelf and his Fortunes that he honeftly can ; 
twas that Arch 2g Cupid was the caufe of this ftrange but he firft ought in this Cafe to take a particular cate 
accident, who feeing how highly che Gentleman fcorn’d that he ben’t cheated, and fo ina worfe Condition than 
the poor Wench for her ugiizels, which fhe cou’d not before --— No; ought he actually to affirm himfelf 
help, rook a fezary to give him acouch of bis Art, and worth more than he really is, nor to marry any Perfon 


he 
out of a piece of Fujtice or Revenge, make him fall in without a fufficient Fortune to dilcharge his Obligations, 
Love with her. The mo‘t probable account we can give and anfwer the other Ends of Life, leaft he make both 
on't is, that thiough a ftrange inconftancy in Nature, and her, himielf, and perhaps many others miferable. 

defeFibilicy in Judgment, her VD formittes made lefs and Queft, 8. A Lady of cool Birth and Fortune bas granted 
Jefs Imprefions upoa him, cill at laft ‘tis probable he fome private Favours to me, but at the {ame time fo difcreet. 
difcover'd in her foine real or fancy’d Beauties or Ex- /y as to preferve her Reputation. A Friend of mine Courts ber 
cellencies, which drowned the memory of the other, and re- bonourably, and defires of me to tell him unfeignedly my Opi- 
duced the uniiappy Gentleman into fo ftrange a Condition. nion of ber Virtue: Query, How I fhall behave my felf in 

Que, 2. How fhill a Woman that is plagued with an this cale fo as not to tranjgrefs the Rules of Honour nor 
Wl Husband reclaim or make bim better ? Friend fbip ? 

Anfw. Show him cis Mereury, and tell him if he don’t Anjw. If by that Expreffion, fome private Favours, be 
amen’, his Name thall be printed in’t at length the firft meant what every one will fuipeét chat reads the Que- 
Tue(day of the next Month. But to be graver, the beft ftion, al] che Anfwer wee'l give is, Marry her quickly your 
die‘tioa that can be given in fo general a Cafe, 1s to felf, for till thats done, whate’re fine Names you put 
be as patient as poflible, unlefs the Husband’s fuch a upon the matter, You're a~—— and fhe’s a — 

Brute. that this manner of behaviour will bute make hun Queft. 9. How that Perfon is to behave bimfelf, who bas 
more infudting. a Ladies confent, but at prefent for (ome private Keajfons, or 

( Yuelt. 3. Whether Fornicatjon may be favourably effeemed for want of a Fortune is not permitted to marry ber ? 


l Sin? Anjw. If he neither has a Fortune, nor a Profpeét of 


fy. Nore but Papilts ever thoughe it fo, or fuch any, we think hee'd do generoufly to releale her, had 
wo wou'd fain think all Sins venial, which they them- fhe any advantageous offers, and this fome Years after 
felves ape guilty of. "Tis true, ina fence all Sins are venial, he may perhaps with he had done, when his kindnefs cools, 


orpardonable, that is upon Repentance, but all damna- or he has faff-d fo long till he has quite loft his Stomach, 
ble without it, or deferving infinite punifhment, becauie But if no fuch thing happens, there’s but one way for 
they have a fort of infinitene|s in ’em, as being commic- him to take, and that is to be as patient as he can, 
ted again't an Infinite Being : Nor does ths make fince after all he muft be fo whether he will or no: In the 
al Sins equal as to their degree or internal turpitude or meantime, not to prefs her he pretends to Love to fuch 
malice, thd it does as to the Object, according to which a Marriage, as whatever he flatters himfelf, will in their 
there will be infinite punifhments, as for Duration, for all  circtmftances certainly render ‘em both very miferable. 
Sins not repented of and pardoned, tho’ differing in Queft. 10. Whether are more inconSlam in Love, the Men 
dezrees oy inicnjene{s proportionable to the Crimes com- or the Women ? gee 
mitted An(w. For the moft part we believe ‘tis a pretty even 
Queft. 4. If Polygamy were aNow'd, whether we fhou'd lay, thé Intereft makes both the one and the other com- 
not hive a more temberate Age than now we have ? plain loudeft of the contrary Sex. But fhou’d the Wo- 
Aniw. Mach otherwile, from the very thing ict felf; men be moft unconftant, the contaary to which we are 
for certainly (cateris paribus) he’s a more temperate more inclin'd to believe, they feem at leaft more ex- 
man that cam dine upon one difh, chan he chat gorges cufeable than we, becaule our Sex are generally the Ag- 
himfelt upon twenty or thirty : But more from the Ef- greffors ; and befides, we pretend to more firmne/s and 
feft ‘twou'd produce — All Inremperance the more ‘tis in- conjtancy than wee'll allow in chem. Add to this one 
dule'd the higher it grows. The Drunkard is ever dry, Obfervation more, That we have known very few 
and will be 40, thé he cou’d draw up an Ocean, and Kings or Princes who have been conftant to one Woman 
the more wealth a Covetous man has, the more ftiil he And have Inftances of fome who cou’d nat be content. 
{cranes for. And this we learn from Experience as well ed with lefs than feveral bundreds ; whereas we have buc 
45 Reafon — Where are fouler Luffs than in thole Coun- comparatively few of the Female Sex in that high Stati- 
tries where Polyezmy is allow'd, particularly in the Turk- on who have been falfe to their Lords, and never heard 
th Seraglios, and all the Eafiern Nations. And thus we of any of em who kept aSeraglio of Men, or coud not 
fee even in Sacred Hiftory, that thofe whom perhaps be fatisfied with lef$ than a hundred Husbands. — 
the Laws or Cujtom of their Countrey indulg d the ii- Queft. 11. Whether in a Difhonour able Amour is moft te 
rty of twe Wives, wou'd not ftop there, but fome of blame, the Man in tempting, or the Woman in yielding ? 
‘ . An(w. We think the Man, not only for a Reafon men- 
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The Woman had been Virtuous 
thé had fhe refifted, ten to one 
fome other of a more 


very Caufe of the Evil. 
had he not tempted her, 
but the Man wou'd have found 
pliable temper. 
Queft. 12. Whether it be really, 
bave a bandjome Wife ? Ret 
Ariw. Few Men-but wou'd count it fo. A 
of Nature, as Wit, Secuiy, Wi) dom, &c. are Teally de- 
fireable in my felf, or Children, they are loin what Is 
as near as one, and nearer to me than the others. An 
Happine(s then we think it isto have a Fin Woman, but 
the /ewd World goes, we mult own a very danger 
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Queft. 13. A Young Man! 
Wile eiczhreen 
marries another: Query, Al 
band whole Wife fhall foe be ? 

Anjw. It che hirit were 
to her, fhe muft be his { 
agen, and thinks her neve th 

Queft. 14. Whether a Toun 
dence to Keep by ber afres ji 
from any of ber former Lov 

An(w. It may leem 
Jefs in tome few « 
cafe. O 
other, if the 
fon more than het 
might on that accou 
about her as on the ot 
one cafe more wherein it m 
to keep any thing « 
ftore or burn it ; and that ts, het | 
fuch Perfons may think or fpeak unhandiomly of her it 
fhe keep fuch things, and being enraged at her lols, they 
may eafily enough take occafion to do fo. 

Queft, 1g. There‘’s a Young Lady wio is courte l by feveral 
Gentlemen, but her Affections are chiefly on 4 Perlon who 
makes no outward pretenfion, leat thereby it may fruftrate 
both their defizns: whether fhe ought to entertain the {aid 
pretenders, fince fhe does it only to amufe [ome about her, with- 
out any Intentions of having ‘em, or what other honourable 
Courfe may {he take therein? 

Arjw. The entertaining fuch pretenders were we own, 
a fure, thé fcarce a handfome way of keeping the real 
Amour private. But the entertaining any Gentleman, 
engaging his Affections, and giving him hopes without 
any Intention to make him happy, we look upon to 
be both fo unjuft, cruel, and ungenerows an action, that 
no cuftom can excule it, no neceflity defend it, no 
good end fanctifie fo bafea meany. As for that Queftion, 
What other honourable Courle fhe may take therein? lf cthole 
abouc her whom fhe mentions, are her Parents, fhe 
ought to do nothing againft their Confents. If only 
Friends, but fuch as fhee’d yer keep her Amours private 
from, either for quiet fake, or other Reafons, fhe can‘ 
Want ways to do it more honourable, than that fhe has 
here propofed. It being in her power to entertain the 
favour'd Lover as privately as fhe thinks fit, and at the 
lame time find Excutes euough co put off the reit. 

Queft. 16. What mult 4 Gentleman do that bath loft his 
Miftrijs, in order t jorges her, and to prevent the danger of 
Love-melanch lly ? 

Aajw. Love and Melancholly, if they don‘t proceed 
irom Idlene{s, yer are often fed and nourifhed by ir, 
and the contrary muft therefore be in all probabiliry a 
Cure for both. Accordingly wee'd advife the Gentle- 
man tO go tm the Wars, fince a defperate Difeaje mult 
have adejrers:;, Cure, where in the Fatiegues of Sieges, 
Campaigns, Marches, and Countermarches, he's as !ike- 
ly to lofe both his Melancholly and Love as any where in 
the World. 

Queft. 17. If ina Dream a deceas‘d Parent appears to me 
4nd tells me, I'm ta marry {uch @ Perfon, am I thereupon ob- 
liged to do it ? 

An{w. The Queftion fhou‘d rather be (in things of 
this Nature, ) If 1 Dream @-deceastd Parext appears, &c. 
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than ifa deceas‘d Parent appears in'a Dream. In anfwer,: 
as we have faid tormerly, we dare not deny, but their 
advices not being to be commonly expected, we are to 
take our Meafures according to the beft Direction our 
own and our Friends Reafoa can give us. We confefs 
any fuch feeming warnings wou'd make one fomewhiat 
cautious either in our dojng what they forbid, or neg. 
lefing what they eajeyn‘d ; but as has been tatd, oughe 
not to hurry us on anv unadviled action, or hinder us 
from what we know to be our indifpenfible Duty. To 
the Queftion, if the Perfonthe Lady dreamt of defery‘g 
her Love, and fhe no indie'd. gl am might 
be an argument for her entertaining him szther than 
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h more difagieeable than ¢! : Buf as 
extieams one 1s often a little nearer che middle 
as Prodigaliuy nearer Lilerality than Co 
&c.1o here we are apt tochin! more 
prudent in the Women, fo more defireable to the Menj 
if they wou‘d have their fancy'd happinets lafting, finee 
fondne{s quickly makes ‘em naufeate and furfat on what 
they before fo pafhionately admired. 

Queft. 20. When we arein Love, and the Men won't of 
can’t underftand our figns and morions, what in mode/ly can 
we do more to open their Eyes ? 

Anfw. Alas poor Lady ! your cafe is very hard,—w hy,pull 
“em by the Nofe, write to ‘em ; or it neither of thefe w ili doy 
( as you have been formerly adviied ) fhow ‘em this Que 
ition and Anfwer in the <4): nizn Merc 

Queft. 21. What's the beft Cure of Fealoufe ? Bee. 

An{w. ‘Tis fucha perverlfe Pafon we queftion whe 
ther any will do’t. Kindnefs does bur increate it, and 
makes the Perfon ten times yellower than before, and 

ils, ‘tis n‘t very likely Hnkindnefy thou*d be more 

To be in carneft, we fers Remedy tort 

tence, Prudence giving no eccahon either in appears 

ance or reality, and then flighting O} taking no motice ont, 
which if any thing, will make ic dye of it jell, 
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Aobertifenrene, 
ie Ext Monday Morninz will be publifPa, 
Early Religion, or a Difcourfe of 
the Duty and Intereit of Youth: Wish fome 
Advices to Parents and Aced People to promoe 
it in thetr feveral Capacities, The Second Edi- 
tion, much enlaroed. by ‘J imothy Rogers, 
M. A. Price bound 1s. 


*,” The Life and Death of the Reverend Mr. Fobn Elitt 
who was the Firft Preacher of the Golpel to the Indians 
in America, with ain account of rhe wonderful fuccels 
which the Gotpel has had among{t the Heathen in that 
part of the World, and of the many {tranze Cuftoms 
the Pagan Indians in New-England : written by Coston 
Mather: the fecond Edition carefully correéted. 
weg for Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poulsrey. Price 

und 1 s. 
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